
                                                           
 

 
WCO PITCH Training  

OSCE Border Management Staff College 
Dushanbe, Tajikistan, 26-29 March 2019 

DRAFT AGENDA, LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE 
 
Monday, 25 March 
 Arrival of participants. Accommodation at hotel  

 

  

Day 1: Tuesday, 26 March 
08:30 
 

Meeting at the hotel lobby and departure to the training venue 
 

09:00-09:30 Registration 
 

09:30-10:30 Welcome remarks  

 (Acting) Head of OSCE Project Office in Dushanbe/ POiD Mr Fejzo Numanaj  

 Ms Mariya Polner, Senior Policy Advisor and Programme Lead, Cultural Heritage, 
WCO 

 Mr Goran Stojkovski, Customs Adviser, OSCE Secretariat 

  Mr Viacheslav Abramets, Head of Border Management Unit of OSCE POiD - TBC 
 

10:30-11:00 Group Photo and Coffee Break 
 

11:00-12:30 Introductory session  

 Introductions of the participants and trainers 

 Setting the scene 

 Typology of the most endangered cultural objects in the Central Asian region, XXX 

 Definitions of commonly used terms,  Ms Mariya Polner, WCO 
 

13:00-14:00 Lunch 
 

14:00-15:30 Object identification and description 

 Object ID and object description, Mr. Jaap van der Burg, Helicon Conservation 
Support, the Netherlands  
 

15:30-16:00 Coffee Break 
  

16:00-17:00 Practical exercises  
 

17:00 Return to the hotel 

 



                                                           
 
 

 

Day 2: Wednesday, 27 March 
09:00 Meeting at the hotel lobby and departure to the training venue 

 

09:30-10:30 Handling and taking photos of the objects 

 Mr. Jaap van der Burg, Helicon Conservation Support, the Netherlands  
 

10:30–11:00 Coffee break 
 

11:00–12:00 Practical session: taking photos of objects and their analysis 

 Mr. Jaap van der Burg, Helicon Conservation Support, the Netherlands 
 

12:00-13:00 International legal framework and role of the WCO in prevention of illicit trafficking of 
cultural objects 

 Ms Mariya Polner, WCO 

  

13:00 -14:00 Lunch 
 

14:00-15:30 Illicit trafficking of cultural objects: objects, routes, actors, markets  

 Ms Mariya Polner, WCO 

 INTERPOL (tbc) 
 

15:30-16:00 Coffee Break 
 

16:00-17:00 Customs techniques for smuggling prevention  
Mr Claude Chaillou, French Customs; Ms Mariya Polner, WCO 

 Targeting and risk analysis 

  

17:00 Departure to the hotel 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                           
 
 

Day 3: Thursday, 28 March 
09:00 Meeting at the hotel lobby and departure to the training venue 

 

09:30-11:00 Customs techniques for smuggling prevention (cont.) 
Mr Claude Chaillou, French Customs; Ms Mariya Polner, WCO 

 Questioning techniques in the airport environment 

 Typical accompanying papers and their authenticity 

 Methods of concealment  
 

11:00-11:30 Coffee Break 
 

11:30-13:00 Customs techniques for smuggling prevention (cont.) 
Mr Claude Chaillou, French Customs; Ms Mariya Polner, WCO 

 Steps to be taken when a suspected illicit object is encountered 

 Cooperation with cultural heritage experts (identification, authentication) 

13:00-14:00 Lunch 
 

14:00 Departure to the museum 
 

14:30-17:30 Working session in the museum 
 

17:30 Return to the hotel 

 

Day 4: Friday, 29 March 
09:00 Meeting at the hotel lobby and departure to the training venue 

 

09:30-10:30 Research and analysis  

 Electronic resources and databases, Ms Mariya Polner, WCO 

 INTERPOL Stolen Works of Art database, INTERPOL (tbc) 

 WCO ARCHEO platform, Ms Mariya Polner, WCO 

11:00-11:30 Coffee Break 
 

11:30 –13:00 Case studies and practical exercises 
 

13:00 –14:00 Lunch 
 

14:00-15:00 Last session, conclusions and closing ceremony 
 

15:00 End of training, departure  

 


